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PURPOSE: The purposes of this Reference Guide are: 

1. To inform school and local district personnel of the procedures for accessing 
Student Online Assessment Reports (SOAR) from home; 
2. To announce expanded access to all teachers; and,  
3. To describe the new enhancements to the SOAR system.   
 

MAJOR 
CHANGES: 

Previously, Student Online Assessment Reports (SOAR) could only be accessed from 
the school’s intranet or through a dial-up connection using an LAUSDnet access phone 
number.  Effective May 9, SOAR became accessible from home (and other non 
LAUSD locations) via any Internet Service Provider (ISP), including cable or DSL. In 
addition, all teachers at elementary schools now have access to SOAR, whereas 
previously, only teachers at Reading First schools had direct access.  Concurrent with 
the implementation of expanded access to SOAR, a new version of the software will be 
made available, featuring many enhancements requested by users. 
 

BACKGROUND: The Student Online Assessments Report System (SOAR) is a web-based computer 
system that allows elementary teachers to electronically submit reading assessment 
scores in order to monitor student progress in reading.  Besides containing student 
names and classroom locations, SOAR also provides teachers with relevant 
information about each student such as special education and language classification.  
School administrators and literacy coaches can access the system to monitor progress 
of all students at their school site.  In addition, local district and central office 
administrators can access assessment information for students within the responsibility 
area defined by their job duties. 
    

INSTRUCTIONS: I. Procedures for Accessing SOAR on the Internet 
 

If you are an existing user, you can access SOAR from any Internet Service 
Provider, by directing your web browser to https://esis.lausd.net.  At the login 
screen, submit your username and password.  
 
Teachers who do not yet have an account for SOAR should create one using 
the account creation process, available only when connected to LAUSDnet.  
School level users who need an account should contact their local district 
Literacy Coach Coordinator.  Local district users should contact the School 
Information Branch at (213) 241-2450 to request an account.   

https://esis.lausd.net
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New users will be asked to read and agree to the District’s Acceptable Use 
Policy (AUP), displayed after successful login to the system. 

 
All users will be expected to provide a valid LAUSD email account, useful for 
requesting a new password when necessary.  Anyone without a current 
LAUSD email account can obtain a LAUSD application using the following 
link: http://techsupport.lausd.net/lausd_applications.htm

 
II. Expanded Access to SOAR for All Teachers  
 

When SOAR first launched in 2002, it was accessible to a limited number of 
users: primarily Literacy Coaches and administrators at school sites.  In the 
spring of 2003, teachers at Reading First Schools were provided with access to 
SOAR.  Effective May 9, 2005 teachers at all school sites are permitted to 
access SOAR, enter assessment data, analyze results, and print reports. 
 
Principals at non Reading First schools should meet with their Literacy 
Coaches to establish a plan for training teachers in the use of SOAR.  
Principals may use their own discretion when deciding how, when, and 
whether to transfer the responsibility of entering and reporting assessments 
results from the Literacy Coach to classroom teachers. 
 
Teachers who already have accounts for the Online Progress Report (OPR) 
will automatically be provided access to SOAR as well.  No additional action 
is required.  Teachers who do not have an account for OPR or SOAR should 
create one by using the account creation process, which is only available to 
users connected to LAUSDnet via a school or office network, or via a dial-up 
connection to LAUSDnet. 
 
Additional training on the use of SOAR is available through Local District 
Coach Coordinators and Literacy Coaches. 

 
III. New Enhancements in SOAR 
 

Several new enhancements have been implemented in SOAR to help users 
monitor the progress of students:   
 
A. Navigation pages at the district, local district, school and classroom levels 

now show the number of students enrolled and the number of students 
whose assessment results have been reported for each assessment period. 
These pages make it much easier to identify where data has been reported 
and where it may still be pending. 

 
B. The process for assigning students to an assessment level has been 

incorporated into the class list a teacher sees when he or she logs into 
SOAR.  Placement of this functionality in this new location will make it 
easier to verify that students are assigned to the correct assessment level. 

http://techsupport.lausd.net/lausd_applications.htm
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C. Students can now be assigned to a ‘Reading Teacher’ who may be 

different from the SIS teacher of record.  This feature allows the creation 
of alternative reading groups, and facilitates reporting of data with the 
teacher who actually provided the instruction.   
 
Students can be assigned to a ‘Reading Teacher’ using the appropriate 
pull-down menu on the class roster.  A teacher who is receiving students 
from another class can include the student in his or her roster by clicking 
on the link to ‘Sort by: Reading Teacher.’ 

 
D. The report creation process has been streamlined to require fewer clicks by 

the user.  All reporting options are now available on a single page.  If a 
user creates a report, and subsequently wants to create a slightly different 
one, he or she does not have to go through as many steps as before in order 
to configure the new report.  Furthermore, reports can now be 
disaggregated by school calendar and track. 

 
E. Individual Student Reports for all students in a class can be created easily 

by clicking on ‘Create Student Reports’ on the class navigation page.  The 
first page of this document will be a letter to parents, explaining the 
reading assessments.  The letter will appear in English and Spanish and 
can be provided to parents along with the Individual Student Report for 
their child.  Individual student reports display current year plus two prior 
years of student assessments, if available. 

 
 

RELATED 
RESOURCES: 

The SOAR User Manual is currently being revised, and will be available for download 
soon. 

ASSISTANCE: For assistance with SOAR, please call the School Information Branch at 213/ 
241-2450. 
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